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Dear Friends                                     May 2021 

It is already May and schools have just closed for the end of Term 1. Goodness! How did that happen? It feels like just a 

few short weeks ago that we sent out our end of year newsletter. 

As times remain challenging, the joy and resilience of the children and staff in our schools, projects and the Lodge 

provide a source of hope and inspiration. We hope a little of the joy that inspires us, will radiate through this newsletter 

into your hearts too. 

     

The cycles of Nature continue unabated … After an abundant rainy season, the Victoria Falls are looking resplendent 

and are at their peak right now. 

           

            

        ---- “It is a new year which means new everything.” Limbo Endistar Mulilo - Grade 11, Kazungula Secondary School --- 
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Thankfully Zambia has not suffered as dramatically from COVID as some other countries.  We’ve had masks, social 

distancing and hand sanitising, but we have managed to avoid total lockdown. COVAX has delivered vaccines, and Lodge 

staff have had their first dose of Astra Zeneca. It is available to all school staff too.   

In April, Waterberry received its first guests since closing in March 2020. We were delighted to welcome 4 American 

guests to our River Farmhouse. Resetting the Farmhouse after the year’s break, and to meet COVID guidelines, meant 

cleaning every single inch. Yes! Even the hairdryers that have not been touched for more than a year! And, of course, 

testing the wines to ensure only the best was served to our guests. There was a bit of nervous anticipation before 

welcoming guests in after so long. Phew! We have not lost our special touch. “You guys are beyond excellent!” they 

said. So, fully back up to speed again, we look forward to more guests as soon as they can travel here.   

                   

Schools are now fully open, and although some things are a little different, there are many blessings, and our projects 

continue to grow from strength to strength … 

School secretary and librarian, Sophia, recalls the start of the school year: 

Since March 18th 2020, when Zambia recorded the first case of COVID-19, education for more than 4.4 million children 

and adolescents got disrupted and all schools had to close in Zambia. Schools were due to open on January 18, but the 

date was changed to February 1 following the President’s directive, giving time to ensure teaching resumed with 

effective safety measures in place. 

We were thrilled at Tukongote to welcome everyone back to school. It is always an exciting time. Its where the children 

and staff members get to learn, grow, interact with others, and meet new friends. School has been a safe space, where 

most of us would walk around happily and seeing the children as they sing, dance and play. It has been fun to walk 

around and see smiling eyes where everyone is masking up. It was something new not seeing one’s lips smiling, but only 

eyes could tell that we were all happy to be back. 

It was not easy for everyone to get used to the new lifestyle of social distancing and masking up all the time. We have 

babies that are 3 years old and it’s not easy to keep them under control. Many are the times when the parents would 

worry for the safety of their children at school. Questions like, “Is it safe for our children to back to school?”. Members of 

staff had a COVID-19 workshop, this helped to come up with a plan to care for higher-risk individuals in the school. 

Classes are big enough to maintain physical distance, and we have put in place certain measurements to adhere to the 

health guidelines given by the ministry of health.  

This year will be different, but together we can make it GREAT! 

                       

   --- “To me this year is a year of prosperity and change.” Atrah Mwiya – Grade 11, Kazungula Secondary School --- 
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Blessed with generous donors, we were able to furnish our computer lab, and install a 24 meter high internet tower, 
providing good internet connectivity. The Tukongote school admin block, computers, fridges and freezers are now backed 
up with solar power. Because of our remote location, getting internet to the school only works with a dedicated radio link. 
(The costs of getting fibre to the school are prohibitive. We would have had to pay for the installation of a 6km fibre optics 
cable – impossible!) At $3 600 per annum, the internet costs are turning out to be one of our biggest expenses. But it 
means our computer lab can serve 100 children and 30 teachers, and we look forward to introducing the adult PC literacy 
program soon. 

 

                                

      

 

We are super proud of our 5 000 square meter Agricultural Project!! Much worthwhile time and energy was spent preparing  

the compost and the beds. We now have 28 fields, almost forest-like, rich and full of the miracle of growing food! 

            

Our first sunflower was met with the joy and celebration befitting such a special and iconic flower. Everyone had been 

waiting in anticipation … delighted when the first bud appeared. And then suddenly … one day … there it was!  

Charlotte, our Project Manager, is especially fond of sunflowers, so is simply delighted with them! 
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The children are having a wonderful time out in the fields. Each Tukongote class has their own field to look after, 

learn from, gain experience with, and learn to love. 

      

Reaping the rewards of abundant harvests reminds us what the hard work is all about – and the results are both seen 

and eaten. Harvested food feeds the school and Lodge canteens. 45 commited community members manage 18 of the 

fields. They too have had good crops from their fields. And, exactly as before, if you think it looks like the women are 

doing most of the work – well they are!! Some things never change  

        

The first cucumber crop caused quite a stir. For some of the little ones, it was their first cucumber ever. To quote 

Charlotte, “The chief tasters are overjoyed!”  

      

 

--- “But they say FAIL means: F = First, A = Attempt, I = in, L = Learning.” ---  

Happy Kasulwe, Grade 10 - Kazungula Secondary School 
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The new classroom block, built in honour of Jay Shah of Livingstone’s late parents, is complete. The little ones imitated our 

holding hands artwork while waiting for the painting to be done. The block will provide classrooms for Grades 5 – 7, from 

2022 to 2024, and will be used as art, exercise and reading rooms until then. To the Shah Family, once again, THANK YOU! 

                                

Our arboretum, started with 90 assorted tree saplings in December 2018, as a birthday present to Tessa, one of 

Waterberry's owners, is flourishing. The photo on the left was taken in February 2020, just before the lockdowns, and  

the photo on the right, one year later, of the same tree. Our grounds team has done a fantastic job of caring for the trees. 

                        

Most days are filled with colour and laughter, with every opportunity taken to celebrate. Pictured below is our cultural 

dance group celebrating the close of term, and the Tukongote staff ladies celebrating Women’s Day. 

         
 

      --- “This is not a hide and seek game, its about life.” Josephine Mukwela – Grade 12, Kazungula Secondary School --- 
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A pictorial display of life at Tukongote Pre and Primary Schools, Big Tree and Liyemo Preschools …  
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A most successful holiday tuition week was held in April for children from our Kazungula sponsorship program and 

neighbouring schools. Our tuition sessions focus on one-on-one and small group study, together with exam writing skills. 

       

We have 52 sponsored children at Kazungula Secondary School and 5 at other institutions this year. How wonderful to be 

giving 57 young people the opportunity of furthering their education. 

        

Josephine and Gift (below left), our very first sponsored children, are graduating High School at the end of the year!  

Kenneth (below right), who joined the program half way through high school, graduated last year, and has been accepted  

into a top Zambian university. His dream is to become an accountant.  

 

We are so proud of these young people and are most grateful to their sponsors who make this life changing education 

possible. 

                      

“My heart breaks but again gets mended at the same time, when I sit and reflect my background and my family.  

     I am the fourth born of five children. I am the only child who reached Grade 12.”  

Josephine Mukwela – Grade 12, Kazungula Secondary School 
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An update on the girls’ soccer team of Girl Power Sports Academy, by co-founder and manager, teacher Edward: 

The language that is better understood by everyone in this world is SPORT. In this area people are able to express their 

feelings, joys, skills and experiences. In our community, soccer is a sport that our boys and girls love to participate in at 

their free time in order to ease themselves from the tensions of the day and for their body fitness. They enjoy interacting 

freely in their languages as they share ideas on life challenges and situations in the society. 

During the competitions the girls are able to show oneness and community as they play soccer. This time around 

the girls are zealous to win most of their games and are expectant of good things to come from their community 

support. Precious, a teacher at Tukongote school, shares her experiences in the games and she says, “I love it 

when I do the running, the falling, the jumping, the pushing and the singing during the games.” The team has so 

far done well in the games played. They have won five, lost two and drawn one. The season ends in July. 

       

And in the spirit of celebration, a BIG congratulations to Head Teacher Jacob and Grade 1 teacher Rhoster on the birth 

of their little boy, Myles, in March. 

                                                  

And from our Charity in the UK: 

When we wrote the end of year Christmas message who would have thought that by May we would look back, read the 

message and find ourselves in exactly the same position? But here we still are, school staff, schoolchildren, community 

farmers and lodge staff, all working together and waiting, just waiting for a return to how things should be.    

Lynette mentioned that Covid has not seemed to strike us as hard as other countries and that is certainly how it appears 

in rural Zambia, perhaps because we spend much of our lives outside. For us the absolute devastation is economic, not 

health. Livingstone is the ‘tourism capital of Zambia’ and so of course much of the workforce of the entire area is 

employed in tourism and related service industries, all of which have simply ground to a halt.  There is no social service 

system to help. People rely on their extended families where the spirit of generosity extends to the very last grains of 

mealie. 
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At Tukongote we have been supported by some generous and specific donations so that we have not fallen behind with 

major projects that remain compulsory for the Zambian education system even in the pandemic (like the computer 

studies room). The farming project has given extended families extra food that would not have been available otherwise.   

Other heroes of this very long period without guests have been the people who have sent us the donations that keep the 

wheels turning by being non-allocated and therefore available to pay the staff and buy all those individual items that we 

need on a day to day basis and for small grants to people in real need.   

When we started Tukongote more than ten years ago we had the simple objective of helping the children in our local 
villages read and write and manage basic maths, because missing out on those basics makes life much harder than it 
need be. We had no idea that we would ever be telling the story of Kenneth’s academic achievement and gaining a place 
at a top university in Lusaka. Who would have thought it?  From mud and stick schoolroom in the back of beyond to 
this. Thank you to Kenneth’s generous sponsors, and to everyone who brings life to ‘Dreams can come true’! 

 
Thank you so much for all that you do, this would not be possible without you. 

Rob, Tessa, Pamela and Mandy, Trustees – Waterberry Community Projects Limited 

Notes from Waterberry Lodge: 

Since our last newsletter we have watched the Zambezi do its usual thing, from low water to high water, with the 

virtually visitor-free Falls at its very best.    

We have been given a wonderful mention in the Travel Africa magazine explaining how social distancing is so easy on 

safari. We have a lovely new website that explains much more about us (do have a look at www.waterberrylodge.com). 

And, unbelievably really, we have been able to get the staff vaccinated.    

Forecasts seem to suggest that tourism will start to pick up towards Quarter 4 this year – so in the meantime have a look 

at our ad in Travel Africa (see below) and dream!  Dreams can come true, and we’re ready when you are. 

With love and thanks from us all. 

Michael, Tessa, Rob and the Waterberry Team. 

 

http://www.waterberrylodge.com/


 10 

 

We hope the days ahead blossom and bloom out of the prickles and spikes of the past months, into new freshness, 

beauty and JOY! 

 

For your continued love and support we are truly grateful – THANK YOU! 

With love and in joy 

Lynette, Michael, Tessa, Rob and the Tukongote Team xxx 

 

And in closing, a poignant note from Esther Bbenyeli, Grade 10, Kazungula Secondary School: 

“Take care! Don’t forget to mask up in public, sanitize and keep social distance, 

 but don’t forget to love one another.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


